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RECORD OF PROCEEDING OF  
CHUCKANUT COMMUNITY FOREST PARK DISTRICT  

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, June 26, 2019 
Fairhaven Branch, Bellingham Public Library 

1117 12th St, Bellingham, WA 
In the Fireplace Room 

6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 4283, Bellingham, WA  98227 

 
Our Mission:  The mission of the Chuckanut Community Forest Park District 
is to ensure the entirety of the property is protected in perpetuity in public 
ownership, with respect for its ecological, recreational, and educational 
functions and to serve as a fiscal mechanism through which the district, via 
a tax levy, will repay the City of Bellingham for the Greenways Endowment 
Fund loan. 
 
Call To Order:  The meeting was called to order by Clerk John Hymas at  
6 pm. 
 
Commissioners and Citizens were welcomed and thanked for attending, and 
informed that per Chapter 42.30 RCW (Open Public Meetings Act), all CCFPD 
board meetings are open to the public. This meeting is being voice-recorded. 
 
Roll Call: 
Frank James, Excused 
John Hymas, Present 
Vince Biciunas, Present 
John McLaughlin, Present 
Hue Beattie, Present 
 Quorum Present 
 
Motion was made to approve the agenda for today’s meeting. Hue Beattie moved 
and Vince Biciunas seconded to approve the agenda, with the amendment to 
move the Public Hearing to the first item, before business. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Introductions: All commissioners plus Bob Carmichael, our legal counsel. It is 
noted that between twenty-five and thirty citizens are in attendance. Our secretary 
Robyn Albro is not present, and Commissioner Biciunas will take Minutes. 
 
Public Hearing: To consider citizens’ comments on Trail Designs for the 
Chuckanut Community Forest, with a presentation by Commissioner and 
Professor John McLaughlin. 
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McLaughlin started by reminding us of our Mission Statement, read above, and 
that no where does it mention bicycles, dogs, leashes, or trails. Loan repayment 
and conservation protection are our primary purpose. What we can do, however, 
is advise the City in the Master Planning process. We hope that the exercise of 
giving students a project to design trail possibilities and hearing from citizens 
about their desires and experiences in the forest, will make the ultimate plan a 
successful one.  
McLaughlin displayed maps of the area and adjacent open space corridors, and 
explained that our forest can be seen as an ‘anchor’ for wildlife. It is a hub of 
connectivity between the Chuckanuts and the National Forests to the east. 
Wetlands’ importance was also emphasized as a sponge for rainwater absorption, 
and slow release, snags’ importance for nesting birds and fungi. Also, the 
importance of forests for recreation and education was described. You could also 
add health and aesthetic values. City Parks’ Master Planning Process is 
scheduled for 2022, but not sooner. Meanwhile trails are being used and widened 
without much oversight. Enforcement of Parks rules is limited.  
McLaughlin referred everyone to the trail maps, and the wetlands and hydrological 
connections. Trails, as packed soil, effectively block subsurface water flows. 
Some of the illegally built bicycle jumps have not been mitigated, though new 
ones sometimes are rebuilt. It would be great to mitigate these negative effects, 
and still meet the other needs for people.  
 
McLaughlin outlined the five criteria he gave his students for their assignment to 
design trail options, emphasizing that other criteria could be considered. The 
students used formal decision theory criteria, with six access points, and trail 
length measurements. He reviewed the best of the options presented, and asked 
if these values agree with yours? Then turned it over to comments from the public. 
 
Public Comments and Discussion: 
 
Gail Smedley: Main concern is to not to lose 59% of trails, but keep it for the 
people to have a proper walk in nature. Preserving wetlands is important; but 
other places have boardwalks.  Forest is a community treasure.  WWU should 
chip in for the cost if they want to use it for educational purposes.  Plenty of other 
places where bikes can go.  
John McLaughlin: This commission cannot determine bicycle policy. 
Bobbi Vollendorf: The mountain bike community already has Galbraith.  
Eliminating bikes in this forest would be good. Limit or control user groups. 
Community access is paramount. 
Elizabeth Carterelli:  Bikes rule the trail and can be very dangerous for people 
walking on trails, especially where older people walk.  CCFPD is peaceful. Asks 
that we save the ecological function and peacefulness of the forest. Prefers to 
eliminate bikes in the forest. 
Jim Webster: Prefers a large loop for walking. 
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Kirk Gulden: Agrees with most comments so far.  Not opposed to halting bike 
use.  Walks with his dogs daily and asks that we preserve the existing trails, while 
not impacting the wetlands.  Many trails are high and dry year-round. Sent 
detailed email on student proposals; 6 of the 13 proposals would be acceptable. 
Tip Johnson: Presented a Pedestrian Suspension Bridge idea for the Interurban 
Trail over Old Samish Highway. Prefers only some trails designated for bicycles or 
horses, but not everywhere. The forest is important as a connector.  We made a 
big investment to secure this forest.  Must make it connector to nearby parks and 
forests, statewide.  Should also consider suspension bridge for these purposes. 
Christopher Grannis: Thanks everyone for their service. Recognizes the tension 
between people using trails and the conservation and natural function. In a choice 
between conserving natural functions and trails, would choose preserving natural 
functions. Would like to see as many trails as possible without damage to the 
ecosystem. Would like to see a small bicycle facility, like a pump track.  Has torn 
off bike jumps; if bikes had place to go it could help. 
Jan Dunwoody: Would like lots of trails, particularly loop trails. Supports 
boardwalks to avoid wetland impact, a bike jump in the gravel pit, advocates 
getting rid of invasive plants like holly, scotch broom, and blackberries.  Would like 
to see small signage to direct people to nearest exit, minimize graffiti, install trash 
cans, and didn’t like the criteria McLaughlin presented to the students. 
Jeremy Davies: Apologizes for unruly bicyclists, uses the main trails to get 
through town. On narrow trails, perhaps there should be no bikes, but bikes 
should be allowed on other trails.  Cites signage in Vancouver BC parks as a 
model. As a wildlife ecologist, would like to remind us that getting kids outside is a 
paramount goal and would like to see a wide greenways network with big loops 
and a local bike park. People will not build trails if there is a bike park.  He is 
grateful to live nearby. 
Michael Plummer: On the Greenways Committee, comments are personal 
opinion. The needs of nature should come before recreational needs, loop trails 
are ok, leave mountain bikers to Galbraith, doesn’t trust the potential negative 
impacts if we develop the gravel pit for a pump track. Thinks bike park will draw 
more impact.  Cites Whatcom Falls Park as example where there is more damage 
and soil compaction in park after installation of pump track. It would be nice to 
have one bicycle-free place.  100% should put nature first in forest. 
William Prelle: Prefers a peaceful forest walk.  Bikes come around corners too 
fast.  Goes on trails less and less due to bicycle use. 
Maya Davies: Reminds us that this is a community forest and that mountain 
bikers are a part of our community, as are trail runners. The trails are an important 
resource for dog lovers as well. We should share, communicate and educate 
better. 
Kendra Bradford: Is concerned about the dog issues. Loves to walk the 
secondary trails, keeps her dog on leash on main trails, claims leashing 
compliance (estimated at only 30%) would increase if we give opportunities for 
off-leash areas. Ok to move secondary trails away from sensitive wetlands. Have 
less-sensitive areas off-leash in some areas.  We need good signage too. 
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John Kay: Is concerned about bicycles allowed at the quarry, having no good 
access – trails are too small. Loves quiet of the forest.  Cites a noise increase 
from bikes if pump track is created. Nice to have place dedicated more to foot 
traffic.  Would love to see boardwalks as it gives people opportunity to see 
wetlands.  Thinks dog off leash area would be a good thing. 
Doug Klunder: Is a newcomer, thanks us all, and cites the forest as one of the 
reasons he moved here. He loves it and wants to preserve it.  Recognizes we 
have difficult decisions to make to protect this place. Would like different criteria 
for trail designs. More trails (if not ecologically harmful) is a good thing.  Loves 
loop trails, is ok with parallel trails.  Trails in areas not ecologically sensitive 
should be retained.  Bicycles are more destructive and an enforcement problem – 
would be personally happy if there were no bikes.  Relocating trails as opposed to 
closing trails is more costly.  But does not want cost issues to drive closure of 
trails.  Allow people to use forest. Build boardwalks. 
Maya Davies: Likes to run with her dogs through the forest. Wants to keep it open 
to dogs. 
Ted Wolf: Would like to see educational signage, more than for way-finding, but 
highlighting the ecological values of this forest.  
John McLaughlin: Interjected, this is a forest, not a park preserved as such by 
this community. 
Hue Beattie: Suggested new residents see the video about creating and saving 
this forest.  https://www.chuckanutcommunityforest.com/learn/video/  
John McLaughlin: On the quarry, how would the bicycles arrive to the quarry? 
Also, where would the dog off-leash area be appropriate? 
Kendra and another n/a:  Dogs off leash discussion… 
Would like to see bicycles on the main trail only, from Viewcrest to 24th and to 
Fairhaven Park.  
Joe Deede: Reminds us this is a forest, not a park and it should remain that way. 
There should be trash cans at the entry points. There are too many trails now.  
Develop a big trail, and limit the side trails. It should accommodate people with 
mobility issues and be accessible for wheelchairs too. Not for bicycles in the park, 
and keeping dogs on-leash. Ecology: forest first, not a park. 
William Prelle: Is for keeping dogs on leash. 
Shannon Maris: Asks that we maintain fire, maintenance, and emergency vehicle 
access, thinking about walking with elders who might need assistance. Should 
have lots of trails; side trails are valuable.  Leave small trails for pedestrians only, 
boardwalks over the wetlands ok. Sees only spotty desecration by bicycles.  Ok 
with bicycles and dogs if respectful.   
Kirk Gulden: Supports all trails for dog off-leash. But if main trails were to be 
designated on-leash, then at least have secondary trails off-leash. 
Monica Aebly: Commented that forest is the home of animals and birds, and we 
should put their needs first. How can we live respectfully and harmoniously? Have 
the students looked at the animals’ needs. 
John McLaughlin: Ann Eissinger’s Baseline Report is a good reference report 
(available on the CCFPD web page). Northwest Mushroomers group has provided 
a fungi survey. Bird surveys have been done. Vicki Jackson has done amphibian 
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monitoring there. Foxes, cougars, and bobcats have been tracked. Ground 
nesting birds are very vulnerable to trail users and dogs. Best solution would be to 
create a master plan and stick to the trails. Just keeping people out isn’t going to 
work. If only we can coordinate and contain our uses.  
Shannon Maris: May we continue sending our input, comments? 
John McLaughlin: We have the time and expertise to think about this problem 
ahead of the Parks Department. If we do a really good job, then they can use our 
work as at template or starting point. 
Michael Plummer: Most of the Parks Department funds are going to north side 
parks. 
Hue Beattie: We could do a survey of the mosses and lichens in the area. 
Tip Johnson: The forest has an advantage… 
John McLaughlin: The main trails to park standards, if we want the secondary 
trails kept smaller, we should say so. 
Steve Wilson: Trails may start at 16 inches wide, then, bicycles tend to expand 
the trail width. Need to come up with creative ways to keep trails narrow. 
John McLaughlin: What would be the restoration plan for narrowing trail width? 
Michael Plummer: We could use Greenways funds for restoration, if allowed. 
Tip Johnson: On trails, Connelly Creek restoration, trails start out with solo 
usage, then get widened. 
Steve Kopp: Mountain bikers have a big impact and will increase usage if given a 
reason to be there. This is not a place for mountain bikes.  Is a proponent of an off 
leash area. When things are done well, usage is increased. Build on successes 
we’ve already seen. We should re-think the trail alignment.  Agrees that it is a 
forest before a park. 
Christopher Grannis: In the beginning of your presentation, you stated the 
Commission would dissolve once the loan is paid off and the master plan is 
completed. Is there any option to continue to collect funds to spend on the forest? 
John McLaughlin: That would be an acrimonious debate. 
Bob Carmichael: That is a policy decision. 
(no record of questionner’s name) ???: There is enough surplus money 
available, is that money to be turned back to the city? 
Vince Biciunas: Yes, 2013 was the vote, we started collecting taxes in 2014.  
John McLaughlin: Mechanism of last resort, it would be a deep betrayal of the 
trust, if we continued, even if there are other needs. We promised the voters to 
dissolve.  
Christopher Grannis: Presented a hypothetical city-wide scenario. 
Bob Carmichael: That is beyond the scope of this public hearing. 
John McLaughlin: Asked for final comments. 
Unintelligible question… 
 
Public Comments Concluded. Written comments accepted indefinitely, sent to 
Vince Biciunas at: vbici.ccfpd@gmail.com or to CCFPD, PO Box 4283, 
Bellingham, WA  98227 
 
John Hymas reconvened the regular meeting. 
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Motion to approve minutes from May 25th 2019, made by Vince Biciunas and 
seconded by Hue Beattie. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Petty Cash: WECU Bank account balance as of 5/31/2019 is $2,814.55. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: As of April 30, 2019, Whatcom County Treasurer’s Monthly 
Report, ending unencumbered cash balance (4/30) $396,697.59. Information on 
May and June balances to be submitted at July 24th meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda: Motion to approve following payments made by Vince 
Biciunas, seconded by Hue Beattie. Payment of the May 15, 2019 Invoice #87832 
from Carmichael Clark PS for $1,592.50 for regular professional services 
approved unanimously. 
 
Update of State Auditor’s Annual Audit, filing completed May 30, 2019.  
 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, July 24, 2019, 6:00 PM at Fairhaven Branch, 
Bellingham Public Library, Fireplace Room,  
 
No further business. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:40 PM 






































