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1. Conservation Easement Certification 

  

1.1. Conservation Easement Summary 

 
The Chuckanut Community Forest Conservation Easement was recorded January 6, 2014, as a 
permanent binding agreement between the landowner or Grantor: the City of Bellingham and the 
recipient of the easement or Grantee: the Chuckanut Community Forest Park District (CCFPD).  
 
The Conservation Easement is the primary legal instrument guiding the use and protection of the 
Chuckanut Community Forest (CCF), and the CCFPD Board of Commissioners is the governing body in 
charge of monitoring and enforcement of the Conservation Easement. The Conservation Easement 
authorizes the CCFPD to assign its interest in the Conservation Easement to a qualified organization 
under the Internal Revenue Code and RCW 64.04.130 and RCW 84.34.250.  
 

1.2. Baseline Documentation Report Definition and Purpose 

 
Baseline Documentation Reports are the means by which a Grantee of a conservation easement records 
the relevant conditions and conservation values of a property that is subject to the conservation 
easement.   The baseline report serves as a supporting document to the conservation easement, and 
forms the basis for future monitoring and enforcement of the easement. 
 
The Chuckanut Community Forest Baseline Documentation Report was prepared in accordance with the 
Land Trust Alliance ς Land Trust Standards and Practices 2004.  These standards and practices are the 
accepted directives for Land Trusts and other organizations holding Conservation Easements in the 
United States.  These guidelines also meet the requirements set forth by the IRS and Treasury 
Regulations §1.170A-14(g)(5)(i)]. 
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2. Introduction 
 
The Chuckanut Community Forest (CCF), located in Bellingham, Washington, was acquired by the City of 
Bellingham in 2011.  The acquisition was enabled by the foreclosure of the 82-acre forested 
development property by Washington Federal Savings and backed by broad community support. The 
land was acquired with Greenways levy funds, Park impact fees and a loan from the Bellingham 
Greenway Endowment fund.  
 
Following the CCF purchase, voters approved the formation of the Chuckanut Community Forest Park 
District (CCFPD).  The CCFPD mission is to ensure the entirety of the property is protected in public 
ownership in perpetuity, with respect for its ecological, recreational, and educational functions and to 
serve as a fiscal mechanism through which the District, via a tax levy, will repay the City of Bellingham 
for the Greenways Endowment Fund loan.   The Conservation Easement is intended to serve as 
consideration for repayment of this loan. 
 
In 2013 the City of Bellingham and Chuckanut Community Forest Park District negotiated a Conservation 
Easement for the Chuckanut Community Forest for the purpose of protecting the natural attributes of 
the land while providing for recreational, educational and scientific uses.  The Conservation Easement 
was recorded in early 2014.   
 
Under the terms of the Conservation Easement, this Baseline Documentation Report was prepared in 
order to establish the present condition of the property so as to be able to properly monitor future uses 
of the property and assure compliance with the terms and purpose of the Easement.  A baseline report 
is an inventory of the property's relevant features and conditions.  
 
The contents of this baseline report are based on a combination of existing information including: 

¶ reports, field work and data collected by consultants, and Environmental Impact Statements for 
past proposed developments on the property; 

¶ maps prepared by the City of Bellingham GIS personnel using existing data; 

¶ on site information and photos collected by the preparer; 

¶ citizen contributions from prepared documents related to prior development proposals and 
personal communication; 

¶ City of Bellingham critical areas information and prior city-wide assessments; 

¶ Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife Priority Habitats and Species information.   
 
All information sources used in the preparation of this document are cited in the body of the text and 
reference section. 
 
This Baseline Documentation Report provides the necessary information for the Chuckanut Community 
Forest Parks District or its successor to perform regular monitoring of the CCF.  Standard protocol for 
grantees of conservation easements is annual monitoring of subject property as a measure of change 
and compliance with the conservation easement.    
 
In addition to serving as the basis of annual monitoring, the Baseline Documentation Report will also be 
used to inform the park master planning process for the property.  This process will be led by the 
Bellingham City Parks Department, in cooperation with the Chuckanut Community Forest Parks District 
with opportunity for public input. Adoption of a master plan is required before construction of new 
facilities or upgrades of existing facilities can occur.   
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Due to the volume of information related to the CCF from prior documents, the ecological sensitivity of 
the property and its natural attributes, and the community concern for the property and its 
management, every effort was made to include the most pertinent information and factual 
documentation.   
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2.1. Quick Reference Fact Sheet 

 

Chuckanut Community Forest Baseline Documentation Report 
Property Reference Sheet 

 
Date Public Draft Issued: October 13, 2015 
Date of Completion: May 8, 2017 
 
Common Names of Property: Chuckanut Community Forest (CCF), Hundred Acre Wood, Chuckanut 
Ridge, Fairhaven Highlands, and Fairhaven Park.  Note: a formal naming process for the property has not 
been conducted. 
 
Property Location:  Bellingham, Washington, southwest corner of city near Fairhaven 
   Township 37N, Range 3E, Section 12 ς S1/2 SW1/4 
 
Total Acreage:  81.34 
 
Number of Lots:  5 
 
Tax Lot Numbers and Acreageς Whatcom County Assessor Website: 

A. Property ID# 19323  Geo ID# 370212 359328 0000  Acres: 20.00 

Legal Description: S 1/2 SW NE-SUBJ TO CONSERVATION ESMT REC AF 2020700109 

 
B. Property ID# 19329  Geo# 370212 364207 0000  Acres: 42.00 

Legal Description: THAT PTN OF NW SE-OF SW SE LY NLY OF CHUCKANUT DR-SUBJ TO CONSERVATION ESMT REC 
AF 2020700109 

 
C. Property ID# 19471  Geo# 370212 478165 0000  Acres: 15.90 

Legal Description: LOT B CHUCKANUT TRUST LLA AS REC BOOK 36 SHORT PLATS PG 18-EXC 51% OIL-MIN RTS AS 
RES AF 751229-SUBJ TO CONSERVATION ESMT REC AF 2020700109 

 
D. Property ID# 19405  Geo# 370212 447323 0000  Acres: 1.1478 

Legal Description: DIFFENBACHER'S ADD TO FAIRHAVEN LOTS 1 THRU 4-21 THRU 24 BLK 1-SUBJ TO 
CONSERVATION ESMT REC AF 2020700109 

 
E. Property ID# 19468  Geo# 370212 477313 0000  Acres: 2.2957 

Legal Description: DIFFENBACHER'S ADD TO FAIRHAVEN LOTS 5 THRU 20 BLK 1-SUBJ TO CONSERVATION ESMT REC 
AF 2020700109 

 

Current Land Owner:  City of Bellingham 
 
Current Land Manager:  City of Bellingham Parks and Recreation Department 
 
Property Purchase Date:   October 11, 2011 (date deed recorded) 
 
Property Purchase Price:  $8,230,000.00 
 
Conservation Easement Grantor:  City of Bellingham 
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Conservation Easement Grantee: Chuckanut Community Forest Park District ς a metropolitan park 
district (per: RCW 35.61) with the mission: to ensure the entirety of the Chuckanut Community Forest 
property is protected in public ownership in perpetuity, with respect for its ecological, recreational, and 
educational functions and to serve as a fiscal mechanism through which the District, via a tax levy, will 
repay the City of Bellingham for the Greenways Endowment Fund loan. 
 
Conservation Easement Date Recorded:  January 6, 2014 

Auditor File# 2140100259 
 
Conservation Easement Purpose:  To assure that the natural features, functions and values of the 
Property are protected in perpetuity including the existing wetlands, forest, wildlife habitat, wildlife 
habitat corridors, and other features of ecological significance; while also allowing for the recreational, 
educational, and scientific uses named in Section IV of the conservation easement.  
  
Conservation Easement Duration:  In perpetuity and tied to the land, but transferable, with conditions 
defined in Section X and Section XI of the Conservation Easement, and Item 3 of the Interlocal 
Agreement between the City of Bellingham and the Chuckanut Community Forest Park District (signed 
January 3, 2014).  
 
Conservation Easement Permitted Uses:  Nature oriented, non-motorized public recreational, scientific, 
and educational uses and construction of appropriate facilities to enhance the nature oriented public 
recreational or education/research uses such as those specific uses listed under Section IV of the 
Conservation Easement. The uses allowed pursuant to Section IV shall be sited, designed, maintained 
and operated so as to minimize the impact to the natural attributes of the Property.  Adverse impacts to 
critical areas shall be mitigated as required by ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ !ǊŜŀǎ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ς Bellingham Municipal 
Code Chapter 16.55.  
 
Conservation Easement Restrictions on Use:  Section V of the Conservation Easement specifies 
restricted uses including 16 specific restrictions, and allows the Grantor to prohibit additional uses 
independent of the Conservation Easement. 
 
Additional Conditions of the Conservation Easement:  Interlocal Agreement between City of Bellingham 
and Chuckanut Community Forest Park District ς which defines the association between the City of 
Bellingham and the Chuckanut Community Forest Parks District, including a Park Master Plan process, 
terms of loan repayment of $3,232,021 to the City of Bellingham Greenways Endowment Fund, and 
dissolution of the Park District once the loan is paid off and Park Master Plan adopted, in approximately 
10 years. 
 
Current Property Improvements: Old access road, gravel pit, fence fragments, ground water monitoring 
wells. There are no built structures or utilities on site.   
 
Current Use:  Passive recreation, citizen science, nature viewing, non-motorized use of unimproved 
trails. 
 
Current Property Zoning:  Park/Open Space (COB rezone 2014) 
 
Adjacent Land use:  Single-family residential, City of Bellingham Fairhaven Park and Interurban trail and 
undeveloped open space, Chuckanut Drive or Washington State Route 11. 
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3. Background Information 

 Map  1:  Location 
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Map  2: Location 
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Map  3:  USGS 7.5 Series Topographic Map 

 

 







http://cob.org/government/departments/pcd/fairhaven-highlands/index.aspx
http://www.chuckanutcommunityforest.com/












































































































































https://whatfrogs.wordpress.com/




















http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Miner_Vector.svg&ei=uBeTVfHpNsTEogSn4oOQDg&bvm=bv.96783405,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHzRGoTrMxWalQ3A42iQ2_U12pYjA&ust=1435789592794224
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Miner_Vector.svg&ei=uBeTVfHpNsTEogSn4oOQDg&bvm=bv.96783405,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHzRGoTrMxWalQ3A42iQ2_U12pYjA&ust=1435789592794224
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Miner_Vector.svg&ei=uBeTVfHpNsTEogSn4oOQDg&bvm=bv.96783405,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHzRGoTrMxWalQ3A42iQ2_U12pYjA&ust=1435789592794224
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Miner_Vector.svg&ei=uBeTVfHpNsTEogSn4oOQDg&bvm=bv.96783405,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHzRGoTrMxWalQ3A42iQ2_U12pYjA&ust=1435789592794224












mailto:mayorsoffice@cob.org
mailto:parks@cob.org
mailto:vbici.ccfpd@gmail.com


mailto:ann.eissinger@commonfutures.biz


http://www.americantrails.org/wild
http://www1.dnr.wa.gov/nhp/refdesk/communities/pdf/intro.pdf




https://whatfrogs.wordpress.com/
























mailto:fmrhoades@comcast.net







































































































